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ENTRY CATEGORIES 2026

Traditional Method Sparkling Wines

This category includes sparkling wines made using the traditional, bottle-fermentation method.
The aim of this category is to highlight the quality, elegance, and complexity provided by classic
techniques in both white and rosé sparkling wines.

Other Sparkling Wines - Petillant Naturel, Fizz Wines, Tank, and Transfer Method

This category is reserved for sparkling wines and effervescent wines produced using modern
methods outside the traditional (méthode traditionelle) technique. It includes sparkling wines
made using tank or transfer methods, as well as lighter, lower-carbonated, petillant naturel and
fizz wines. The goal of this category is to provide a space for innovative techniques and styles, as
well as everyday sparkling wines for casual consumption.

Aromatic White Wines

This category includes white wines made from aromatic grape varieties, characterized by intensely
aromatic scents and flavors. Aromatic white wines aim to offer distinctive fruit-forward, floral,
or spicy aromas. Eligible grape varieties include Irsai Oliver, Cserszegi FUszeres, Muscat Ottonel,
Traminer, Sauvignon Blanc, and Muscat Lunel, among others. The wine's aromatic profile should
be specifically intense and characteristic of the grape variety.

Reductive, Non-Aromatic White Wines

This category is for white wines made using reductive techniques that do not rely on the intense,
aromatic grape varieties. Instead, they focus on pure, fruity, fresh characteristics and showcase
the natural elegance of the variety. The goal is to highlight the structural harmony and freshness
of the wine, as well as its primary fruit aromas.

Barrel-Aged White Wines

This category includes white wines that undergo barrel aging. The aim of barrel aging is to enhance
the wine’s complexity, texture, and aging potential, while achieving a harmonious balance between
the wine and the barrel’s flavors. Barrel types may include new or used oak, or even other woods
like acacia.

Rosé Wines

This category includes rosé wines made from any red grape variety, characterized by their
freshness, fruitiness, and elegant appearance. Rosé wines aim to provide a light, refreshing
experience while showcasing the grape variety and winemaking style. Rosé wines can be made
using saignée (bleeding) or direct pressing techniques.
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Fruit-Focused Red Wines

This category includes red wines where the primary focus is on fruitiness, freshness, and a
lighter structure. These wines offer a direct and youthful character with clean fruit aromas, while
highlighting the natural flavors of the grape variety. Reductive techniques are preferred, but wines
with short barrel aging are also acceptable if they retain their fruity nature. This category focuses
on fresh, easy-drinking red wines, ideal for everyday consumption or lighter meals.

Tannin-Focused, Full-Bodied Red Wines

This category includes red wines whose character is defined by significant body, high tannin levels,
and a structure suitable for aging. These wines are complex, deep, and concentrated, often
achieving their final form through barrel aging. The wines highlight the complexity and harmony
developed during aging, with additional aging potential. This category targets premium red wines
that reflect the winemaker’s expertise, the potential of the vineyards, and the refinement of barrel

aging.

Sweet Wines

This category includes wines that primarily represent sweet flavors due to their natural sugar
content. Sweet wines focus on harmony, complexity, and intense aromatic expression, whether
made from late harvest, botrytized, or any other technique. Sweetness can be achieved through
late harvest, botrytis effects, ice wine, or other natural sugar-retaining methods. This category
emphasizes high-quality sweet wines, with attention to terroir, winemaking techniques, and aging
potential.

Natural Wines

Naturalwine referstowine made with minimalintervention during grape cultivation and winemaking
processes. Grapes are grown using organic or biodynamic farming methods., sulfur use is minimal
or entirely avoided, fermentation occurs spontaneously using natural yeasts. Unfiltered and
unfined wines are widely accepted in this category.

Retail Category

The goal of retail wines is to provide reliable, easy-to-enjoy wines for a broad audience, including
casual wine drinkers. While high quality is not excluded, the focus firstly is on accessibility, secondary
on suitability. This category is open to wines that are widely available in retail chains.



